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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CRFM Ministerial Sub-Committee on Flyingfish
to meet in Port of Spain, Trinidad
BELIZE CITY, BELIZE; THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2013 –
On Friday, 22 February 2013, the Caribbean Regional
Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) will convene a meeting of
seven Caribbean countries currently harvesting the Eastern
Caribbean flyingfish (scientific name: Hirundichthys affinis),
in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, to review
governance and management issues that require
immediate attention.
The ministers, who make up the
CRFM
Ministerial
SubCommittee on Flyingfish, are
also expected to provide guidance to the participating States, the Caribbean
Fisheries Forum and CRFM Secretariat on the way forward.
Within the multi-million-dollar industry, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada,
Martinique, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad and
Tobago, which all sit on the ministerial sub-committee, harvest the species,
also known as the fourwing flyingfish, for either human consumption or fish
bait.
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“…the flyingfish has
been recognised as
the single most
important small
pelagic species in the
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Antilles.”
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According to a CRFM research report, “…the flyingfish has been recognised as the single most important
small pelagic species in the southern Lesser Antilles.”
At Friday’s Port of Spain meeting, to be chaired by The Bahamas, the ministers responsible for fisheries
are expected to review and adopt the Minutes of the First Meeting of the CRFM Ministerial SubCommittee on Flyingfish, held on 18 October 2012 in Antigua and Barbuda; and discuss arrangements
for strengthening cooperation with the French Caribbean Islands in the management of the flyingfish
fishery.
They will also receive updates on the ongoing CLME Project to improve governance and management of
shared fisheries resources in the region and on national consultations on the Draft Fisheries
Management Plan for the flyingfish fisheries.
Funding for the event has been provided by the GEF under through the Caribbean Large Marine
Ecosystem (CLME) Flyingfish Case Study being implement by the CRFM.
The goal of the CRFM is to promote the sustainable use of fisheries and aquaculture resources in and
among Member States, by the development, management and conservation of these resources in
collaboration with stakeholders, to benefit the people of the Caribbean region.
The Ministerial Council is one of three CRFM organs, and its primary responsibility is determining the
policies of the CRFM, developing cooperative agreements for resource management, and related
decision-making.

A CRFM flyingfish report with data can be accessed here:
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/123560734/FLYING-FISH-PILOT-PROJECT
For more on the Eastern Caribbean flyingfish visit:
http://www.fishbase.org/summary/Hirundichthys-affinis.html

--------- End of Release--------ABOUT THE CRFM:
The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) was officially inaugurated on March 27,
2003, in Belize City, Belize, where it is headquartered, following the signing of the “Agreement
Establishing the CRFM” on February 4, 2002. It is an inter-governmental organization with its
mission being “to promote and facilitate the responsible utilization of the region's fisheries and
other aquatic resources for the economic and social benefits of the current and future
population of the region.”
The CRFM consists of three bodies: the Ministerial Council, the Caribbean Fisheries Forum and
the CRFM Secretariat. Its members are Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados,
Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia,
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Turks and Caicos
Islands. (For more visit http://www.caricom-fisheries.com)
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