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Collaborating with

Over 100 to gather for multi-agency
fisheries meetings in Jamaica
– FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE –
Belize City, Belize, Wednesday, November 28, 2012
Over a hundred stakeholders from government and grassroots agencies, as well as regional
and international organizations, will be gathering next week in Kingston, Jamaica, for a
series of five multi-agency fisheries meetings spanning Wednesday, December 5 to
Wednesday, December 12.
Speaking of the significance of the meetings, Milton Haughton, Executive Director of the
Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) said: "It is an opportunity for the
countries and stakeholders, meaning government representatives as well as fisher folk and
other stakeholders – including non-government organizations and civil society
organizations – to get together to discuss issues of common interest and to come up with
plans and programs for a brighter future."
The meetings are convened by the CRFM in collaboration with the FAO Western Central
Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC), the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre
(CCCCC), and the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), through
funding and technical assistance provided by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
of the United Nations.
Haughton said that the performance of the CRFM as an organization will be assessed during
the course of the meetings. "We've been in operations now for almost 8 years, so we are
stopping and taking stock of our performance over the last few years..." he said.
The review will pave the way for the CRFM Member States and collaborators to formulate a
new eight-year strategic plan for the CRFM (2013 -2021).
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Whereas the first two meetings will be focused on administrative work, the remaining
three will focus on driving major fisheries initiatives forward, as we seek to transform,
modernize and improve the aquaculture and fisheries sector. These meetings are aimed at
ensuring a more secure future for those persons who depend upon fisheries and
aquaculture resources for their livelihoods, particularly small-scale fishers and their
families.
The third meeting, the FAO/CRFM/WECAFC Regional Small-Scale Fisheries Workshop, will
center around small-scale fisheries development, more specifically, the development of
international guidelines for securing sustainable small-scale fisheries, while the fourth is
geared towards developing a strategy and action plan to respond to climate change and
disaster risk management in fisheries and aquaculture across the Caribbean.
Haughton said they will be breaking new ground with the degree of inter-sectoral, interdisciplinary and participatory approaches that they are taking.
"It is the first time that fisheries, disaster risk management and climate change officials will
be meeting together with representatives of fisher-folk organizations, civil society
organizations, academic institutions, and international and regional development partners,
to come up with collective plans and programs, and identify strategic directions to move
the sector towards higher levels of outputs and sustainable development," he explained.
Haughton elaborated that participants will be meeting to develop integrated plans across
traditional sectoral lines that would address important areas of need within the fisheries
and aquaculture sector.
Jamaica's Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries Roger Clarke will deliver the feature
address at the official opening ceremony, which will take place at Knutsford Court Hotel,
New Kingston, Jamaica, at 9:00 am on Thursday, December 6.
A press conference will immediately follow.
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For the CRFM:
Milton Haughton
Executive Director
CRFM Secretariat
Belize City, Belize
Tel: 501-223-4443
Fax: 501-223-4446
Email: miltonhaughton@hotmail.com, haughton@caricom-fisheries.com
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For FAO:
Raymon Van Anrooy
Fishery and Aquaculture Officer / Secretary of WECAFC,
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Sub-regional Office for the Caribbean (FAO-SLC)
2nd floor, United Nations House
Marine Gardens, Hastings
or Christ Church, BB11000
BARBADOS
Tel (Office): 246-426-7110/11 Ext.249
Fax: 001- 246-427-6075, Cell: 001- 246-230-1741
E-mail: Raymon.vanAnrooy@fao.org

LINKS:
Background Document: http://www.caricomfisheries.com/ComingEvents/FAOCRFMCCCCCCDEMAWorkshops/tabid/233/Default.aspx
Collaborating Organizations:
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
http://www.fao.org/index_en.htm
FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
http://www.fao.org/fishery/en
Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC)
http://www.caribbeanclimate.bz/
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA)
http://www.cdema.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=89&Itemid=79
Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM)
http://www.caricom-fisheries.com/
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