Regional Workshop to Review Poverty Levels of Fishing Communities in
CARICOM
CRFM Secretariat, Belize City, 25 January 2012.

The CRFM Secretariat will hold a regional

workshop with 30 people from the CRFM Member States and partner organisations to discuss the findings
from a regional study to determine poverty levels in fishing communities in CARICOM / CRFM countries.
The study was jointly implemented by the Spanish consulting company TRAGSATEC and the CRFM
Secretariat.
Poverty continues to plague millions of people worldwide, and fishing communities are no exception. As a
result, in recent years there has been a push to assess the levels of poverty and determine how poverty
affects fishers and their communities. This could then improve our understanding of the fisheries sector
and in turn better inform policy and management decisions aimed at improving Livelihoods of coastal
communities.
Recognising this need, the CRFM Secretariat and TRAGSATEC signed an agreement in 2009 to conduct a
study to determine the poverty levels in CARICOM fishing communities. However, poverty is difficult to
measure, and past studies have only focused on income and the fishers themselves, rather than consider
multiple aspects of poverty and how it affects the entire fishing community.
Bearing this in mind, this study decided to focus on many fishing households and communities
throughout the CARICOM region. The study also examined other poverty indicators such as education
levels, dwelling quality, and access to basic services within these communities.
Ten CRFM countries, which were considered to be a representative sample, were chosen to participate in
this study. These countries included: the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica,
Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago.
From July 2010 – June 2011, local surveyors conducted household surveys in several fishing communities
in each respective country. The information collected was then compiled and analysed by the CRFM and
Spanish experts, and the Diagnostic Study Report was prepared for the workshop.
The report gives a thorough account of poverty levels in each fishing community involved in the study. It
also discusses certain vulnerabilities (such as climate change, disease, and price fluctuations), as well as
solutions to reduce poverty (such as the empowerment of women, protection of the environment and
alternative livelihood options).

The workshop, which will be held on 1 – 2 February 2012 in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, will
discuss the findings from the project with other CRFM members, and will subsequently propose
recommendations programmes and actions to alleviate poverty in fishing communities in the CARICOM
countries.

